TO
THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SCIENTIFIC JURY
APPOINTED WITH ORDINANCE №111/27.09.2024 г. OF THE MEDICAL MANAGER OF “SOFIAMED” UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL.


According to the protocol №1/ от 05.07.2024г. from the first session of the scientific jury, I present: 

REVIEW
From
Assoc. Prof. Aleksandar Krumov Katsarov, MD, PhD
Clinic of Gastroenterology, 
Faculty of Medicine, Military Medical Academy Sofia

Regarding the contest for obtaining the academic position “Associate professor”,
 in the science field “Gastroenterology”, professional field 7.1 „Medicine", 
higher education domain 7. „Healthcare and sport “, for the needs of Sofiamed University Hospital,
 promulgated in SP № 56/02.07.2024 г.

The only candidate in this contest is Nikola Boyanov Boyanov MD, PhD.

Biography and academic achievements 

[bookmark: _Hlk179277628]Nikola Boyanov Boyanov was born in the year of 1979. In 2007 he graduated from Medical University of Plovdiv with a master’s degree and professional qualification “Medical Doctor”. In 2014 he acquired a Gastroenterology specialty in the Department of Gastroenterology in MHAT “Plovdiv”. After he had acquired his specialty, Nikola Boyanov started work as the head of the Gastroenterology sector in the Department of internal deceases in Pulmed University Hospital. Later on, he became the head for the Department of Gastroenterology in the same hospital. The doctoral student also acquired master’s degree in “Public Health and Health Management”. In the year of 2018, Nikola Boyanov joined the team of the medical simulation training center at the Research Institute of Medical University of Plovdiv, where he works as an assistant professor. The candidate has participated in numerous specializations in Bulgaria and abroad in the field of interventional gastroenterology, third-space endoscopy, endoscopic ultrasound, contrast-enhanced ultrasound and etc. He also speaks German and English on an excellent level. Nikola Boyanov obtained the educational and scientific degree “DOCTOR” in 2023, with his dissertational work “Complex stress indices predict novice endoscopists' performance in a high-fidelity simulator" 
The candidate participates in the following scientific organizations:
- Bulgarian Medical Association
-Bulgarian Society of Gastroenterology with Gastrointestinal Endoscopy and Abdominal Ultrasonography, 
- Bulgarian Society of Ultrasound in Medicine, 
- National Society of Simulative Medicine in Bulgaria
- European Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ESGE).
In 2019 г. Nikola Boyanov was honored with the award “Doctor of the Year 2019” in the category “Contribution in the development and application of innovative medicine and unique techniques” from the Bulgarian Medical Association. Moreover, he was awarded in the same category by the Plovdiv Regional Medical Association in 2023.

Review of the scientific work of the candidate:

Nikola Boyanov, MD, PhD presented for this contest 24 scientific works, published in scientific journals. 15 of them are indexed in Scopus and/or Web of Science, and 6 of those have impact factor, 5 publications in journals that are not indexed in said data bases and 4 publications in scientific textbooks. He is a single author to a monography with the headline: “Peroral endoscopic myotomy for achalasia” Furthermore, he is author or co-author of 12 report for national scientific forums. The scientific work of Nikola Boyanov is predominantly in the fields of interventional gastroenterology and the examination of stress in a simulative setting. Part of his scientific papers are in collaboration with international scientific teams and are published in prestigious international journals with impact factor. A major scientific contribution of his is his research in the topic of „Complex stress indices predict novice endoscopists' performance in a high-fidelity simulator", that is also his dissertational topic. His practical contributions are in the topics of endoscopic peroral myotomy, treatment of esophageal diverticula, endoscopic submucosal dissection for early gastrointestinal cancer, placement of colonic stents as a bridge to single-stage surgery in obstructive colorectal cancer, methods of fixations of esophageal stents and etc. Candidate’s self-assessment of his scientific contributions is objective and adequate and I believe his contribution to be of significance to the Bulgarian and international gastroenterological community. Nikola Boyanov presented his participation in two national scientific projects, both in the field of stress measurement and knowledge retention in working with medical simulators. One of them is on the topic of „Performance evaluation and stress measurement in simulative work for learning endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatograpgy (ERCP)”, where he is the lead researcher. The results of these projects are published in international journals with impact factor. 

Citations of the publications in national and international literature:

In reference with the international data bases Scopus, Web of Science, Pubmed и Google Scholar, as well as the granted documentation show that the scientific works of Nikola Boyanov have been cited 26 times in indexed journals, 4 times in non-index journals and 2 times in monographies, dissertations and collective books. 

Monography 
In the present contest Nikola Boyanov presented a monography with the headline “Endoscopic peroral myotomy for achalasia” The candidate introduced and promoted this procedure in Bulgaria and his population of over 30 patients is a significant volume for this rare pathology. 

Review of the educational activity of the candidate

Nikola Boyanov has worked over six years as an educator in Medical University of Plovdiv. From 2018 to this day, he has taught in the medical simulation training center at the Research Institute of Medical University of Plovdiv. As part of this job he conducts lessons in basic and highly specialized endoscopic procedures on an endoscopic simulator for medical students, residents of gastroenterology and gastroenterology specialists. According to his reference, his teaching activity for the academic years of 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 is 164 hours and 173 hours respectively. This includes seminars, practical exercises, research and extracurricular activities. Nikola Boyanov has been the supervisor for four residents, two of whom, Aleksander Balabanski and Martin Nachev have already obtained their specialties in Gastroenterology. 

Review of the scientometric indicators
The presented scientometric indicators for Nikola Boyanov, MD, PhD clearly show that the candidate meets all criteria for obtaining the academic position “Associated professor” His 1141 scientometric points significantly exceed the minimum of 810 points. 

Conclusion
The analys of the scientific and educational activity of Nikola Boyanov Boyanov MD, PhD shows that the candidate meets all criteria for obtaining the academic position of “Associate professor” of Gastroenterology according to the requirements of the Law for the development of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, the Statute for Application of the Law for the development of the academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria, and the Statute for Organization and Activities of Sofiamed University Hospital. For the above-mentioned reasons I give my positive statement and recommend to the members of the scientific jury to award the academic position of “associate professor” to Nikola Boyanov Boyanov

07.10.2024 г.
Sofia                    	        Assoc. Prof. Aleksandar Krumov Katsarov, MD, PhD

